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The Challenges of the Catholic Peace Movement in the era of
South-North Korea Reconciliation

Fr. Kang, Ju-seok
Director of Catholic Institute of Northeast Asia Peace

The purpose of this article is to attempt an examination of the relationship between
the Cold War of the 20th Century and Religion (Christianity) from the perspective
ofthe Catholic Church on the Korean Peninsula. After the Liberation, the Catholic
Church maintained a thorough anti-communism ideology in the process of the
Occupation of the American Military Government in South Korea and of
establishment of the Government of the Republic of Korea, and the Church
recognized the Korean War as a holy war, a struggle against atheistic evil forces.
The confrontation with the Communist forces, which the Catholic Church faced
around the world, unfolded more intensely on the Korean Peninsula. Reflecting on
the past of the Church, which failed to become a mediator of peace amid the
dichotomous Cold War and the chaos of war, will help to find roles of Christianity
for peace in Northeast Asia, a region that has yet to achieve reconciliation of the
Cold War Confrontations.

Key words: the Cold War and Religion, Anti-communism ideology of the Catholic

Church, Religious Persecution and the holy war
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