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The Role of Christianity (Church) for the Reunification
of the Korean Peninsula and Social Integration

— Focusing on the Process of System Unification and the Problem
of the subsequent Integration —

Jeon, Duck-Ann
(Gwangju Migrant Support Center)

To describe the reality of the divided nation in one sentence, it is a “threat of
military confrontation and war that cannot be denied for a moment.” Under the
perception of the situation, Korean society and the Korean church should consider
and try to change this anxiety into peace. The church has a community concept that
encompasses not only the domain of the individual but also the problems of the
family and the state. Therefore, it is the mission of the church to take on the role
of national conciliator. The republic of Korea is a divided nation and it’s the church
has the ‘identity of being a divided nation’ built on the Rep. of Korea.

This year, the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War, while the
inter-Korean summit and the U.S.-North Korea summit are accelerating, they do not
see clear results. This study discussed the role of the Korean church for the
reunification and subsequent integration of the system. As a research method, in-depth
interviews with five North Korean defectors were conducted, and the literature
research method was employed to analyze the data. The main elements are trust that
is one of the key factors for the social capital by Putnam, and bible which is a special
revelation in Christian theology.

The qualitative research method was used to summarize and analyze the statements
of North Korean defectors who settled in Rep. of Korea while analyzing various
activities of Christian Organizations and Korean Church. Besides, the role and
direction of the Korean church was analyzed to strive for integration after the

unification of the system.

Key words: unification of system, integration, social conflict, North Korean defector,

Korean church, role, Kotean Christianity
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