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Read the death in everyday life

Hwang, Soon-Chan
(SungKongHoe University)

This study explores the suicide phenomenon and suicide attempters and family
survivors in South Korea that based on the reflections and spiritual discernments
of St. Ignatius (Ignatian Spirituality). The results of this study are as follows: first,
“the death of neighbor”, a illumination of suicide phenomenon and suicide attempters
is seen as neighbor who is easily placed in blind spots and disappearing into the
extreme choices sutrounded by interpersonal disinterest and isolation, even if a small
problem arises, it can lead to the emergence of adult suicide risks linked to childhood
abuse experience and vulnerable safety nets.

Second, “the encounter with a family members bereaved by suicide”, a meaning
of the families who are grieving after the suicide of a precious family is seen as
the families living in complicated grief, constantly recurring back to the reasons for
the suicide of a family member and the maladjusted situation of the families who
were unable to express their grief and mourning over the stigma of suicide.

Internal examen and discerning heart at the counseling field became the basis of
the theme of “the preferential concern for neighboring life and death” after a process
of community-dimensional discernment with lay people in Catholic Church. Three
realms, as the practical alternatives, presented along with the role of laity included
‘the spirituality of listening of the sound of life’ that listening to the needy, ‘the
spirituality of life growing’ that eradicating domestic violence and child maltreatment,
and “spirit of caring for life” that practising substantive helping to the poor and
suicidal survivors. This is the path of the Catholic Church Community that need

to be achieved.

Key words: the reflections of St. Ignatius, suicide, family members beteaved by suicide,

communal-dimensional discernment, spirituality.






