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Abstract

Overcome of Climate Emergency by Catholic Ecological
Spirituality and Ecological Environmental Activities

Jeon, Eui-chan

(Professor of Department of Climate & Energy, Sejong University)

In order for mankind to escape from the current climate emergency, “ecological
awakening” must be preceded by reflecting on the root cause of the problem.
Ecological spirituality, which is needed for ecological awakening, was found in the
scriptures of the Bible and in Saint Francis’s teaching on nature. In addition, we
looked for ecological spirituality to escape the present environmental crisis through
the Spirit of Ecology of Father Thomas Berry, an ecological theologian and geologist,
and ‘Holy See’ - Encyclical Letter ‘LAUDATO SI’ of the Holy Father Francis on
Care for Our Common Home.

The words Jesus said, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” were practiced
by Saint Francis as a personal encounter that regarded all creatures as brothers and
sisters. Thomas Berry’s spirituality, which calls for accepting, protecting and caring
for the function of nature as it is, is the same as that of Saint Francis. Pope Francis
proposed the ecological spirituality to overcome the climate emergency, announced
by the ‘Holy See’.

Encyclical Letter ‘LAUDATO SI’has placed ecological environmental activities at
the center of pastoral activities. In order to overcome the climate emergency by
revitalizing Catholic ecological environmental activities, the “ecological sensibility” of
believers should be raised, and the local catholic church should be the center of
ecological environmental activities. In addition, cooperation and solidarity activities

with various Catholic ecological communities should be promoted.

Key words : Catholic, Ecological Spirituality, Ecological Environmental Activities.
climate emergency, LAUDATO SI, Holy See
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