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Roles of Won Buddhism in the Era of the Climate Crisis
- Focusing on the viewpoint of life, Ecology, Environment, and Preservation -

Won, Yong Sang
(Assistant Profesor, Wonkwang University)

This thesis is a study on activities of Won Buddhism about climate issues, the
serious crisis, and the dogmatic foundation which supported these. International Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) warns the dangers of global warming in Special Report
on Global Warming of 1.5°C approved by 195 countries in 2018. Unfortunately, this
crisis historically or practically proved that religions cannot be a main agent of solving
the problem. Nevertheless, we cannot help bringing even small powers together in
this situation.

Won Buddhism as modern, engaged, and popular Buddhism thinks that human
civilization can continue only when solving the common problems of mankind.
Therefore, Buddhism also began to deal with climatic and environmental issues actively
through voluntary organizations. The Cooperation of Environmental Won Buddhism
organized by Won Buddhists who felt the seriousness of the four-river project in
2010 is the main agent. The Cooperation of Environmental Won Buddhism has
actively participated in a movement for the abolition of THAAD carried in Soeong-ri,
Seongju-gu for human security. It has continued to develop a movement for nuclear
power phase-out in Yeonggwang-gun with Hanbit Nuclear Power Plant through
post-nuclear pilgrimages. The key sacred places of Won Buddhism are also located
in these both areas. Besides, it has actively participated in religious environmental
conferences, an alliance system of environmental organizations of 5 religious bodies.
It led religious persons' emergency action of the climate crisis declaration by 6 great
religious bodies incliding Confucianism.

The dogmatic foundation of environmental movements of Won Buddhism is
beneficence of Heaven and Earth (Kih®) among fourfold beneficence (JUR) of
heaven and earth, parents, compatriots, and laws. In 2000, Won Buddhism Heaven
and Earth Requital Society was established as the environmental body which officially
represented the religious body in Seoul. Phenomena of Law-body buddha and a
great-circle (JE& 1 —[EAH), the subject of belief of Won Buddhism, is developed
by fourfold beneficence. Ontology of this fourfold beneficence is based on dependent
origination (#%ifg) thought of the Buddhist Law. Accordingly, ideology of

environmental movements of Won Buddhism is to adapt yourself to the Way (i)



7|ZRP7IAIC] H=wo| A 149

of Heaven and Earth, preserve the nature, and coexist with it. In order to expand
horizons of the environmental movements of Won Buddhism the expansion of
awareness of co-existence and the global theory of justice and the rejection of
consumer capitalism are required. It can be found that roles of the environmental
movements of Won Buddhism are very important to make religious value of Won

Buddhism communicate with global valve of universality.

Key words : International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Global warming,
Cooperation of Environmental Won Buddhism, Beneficence of
Heaven and Earth, Law-body buddha, A movement for the abolition

of THAAD, A movement for nuclear power phase-out
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