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The Significance of Local Community and Policy Tasks
- On the view of Christianity -

Song, Ohsik
(Chonnam National University, Professor)

On the view of religion, especially Christianity, this paper approaches how religion
can function in a village community. First of all, it reviews the definition of village
and village community, paying attention to the differences in the formation and
housing types of towns and villages between cities and agricultural, fishing, mountain
villages.

The village community is not the value neutral concept but the value orientation
one. It is the community based on region. As a certain community, it is formed
of organizational actions in some cases, but in most cases it is not an organizational
unit. However, the same purpose, ideology and religion can make an important role
to bring the unity of the community.

Otdinances of village community have been enacted and implemented for each
local communities, and statutes for the revitalization of a unified and efficient village
community at the national level have been proposed, but are still pending in the
National Assembly. The role of religion in the village community is not just for the
putpose of evangelism or propaganda, but is an important function that needs to
be realized through love for neighbor as the essence of religion.

As the highest virtue of religion, Love and Mercy can serve as a spiritual value
that unites the members of the village community.

This paper examines how the members of the early Jerusalem church formed a
religious community beyond racial boundaries, and derived the principle of a religious
role that can function in the village community and suggests six principles. That is,
first intimacy, second devotion, third morality based on faith, forth mutual

communication, fifth mutual aid, sixth accordence.

Key words : village community, village community and religion, the eatly Jerusalem

church, characteristics of the Early Church



