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Roles of Won Buddhism in Community
- Focusing on Yeonggwang Region -

Kim, Bong-gon
(Wonkwang Univ. Won Buddhism Thought Researcher)

Since Sotaesan Park Jung-Bin claimed to advocate the adaptation to time,
habituation, and popularization of Buddhism in the Joseon Buddhism Hyeoksinron’
of 1935, Won Buddhism has gone through the repeated transition in the practical
contents of its doctrines according to changes in time and people’s lifestyle. When
Won Buddhism was founded in 1924, it already claimed to advocate the religion for
proletarians by reclaiming land at day time to take it as the root of life and also
studying the truth of Buddhism at night to take it as the root of knowledge. For
this reason, there were many temples of Won Buddhism in rural areas as the agriculture
as the primary industry was the center of Korean industry during the Japanese colonial
era or till the 1950s.

However, when the Korean government executed the economic development plan
to escape from the poverty after the 1960s, the commerce and industry were developed,
and the great rural population was moved to cities. The industries were developed
from the light industry such as food, textile, clothing, and paper manufacturing to
the heavy industry such as petroleum, iron, machine, and automobile, and then to
computer, semiconductor, info-communication, service industry, and high-tech
industry since the 1990s. According to such changes in the industrial structure, the
rural population was leaked out to cities, the rural population has been decreased
to the level of 5% of whole population. Also, in rural areas, the aged population
in 65 is 50% in the population ratio. Following this trend, the urban temples of
Won Buddhism are overwhelmingly increasing compared to rural temples.

However, the rural area is the source of food production directly connected to
survival, so the government cannot give up on agriculture. Because Won Buddhism
also claims for everyone to live in the paradise by diagnosing and curing all the illnesses,
it cannot give up on the reformation of rural areas that are currently facing difficulties.
Keeping that in mind, this thesis analyzed how the concept of major doctrines of
Won Buddhism such as ‘Sacunsayo(FTURPUE) and ‘Muabonggong(BEER) is

connected to the construction of paradise and how the roles of Won Buddhism are
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shown in community targeting Yeonggwang region. Through this, the rural areas also
need to promote the recovery of healthy spirituality through local children’s center
or nursing home for the elderly, and also to realize the life & peace movement such
as organic or nuclear-free movement. For this, this study emphasized that the

long-service and a high sense of duty of workers in charge should be supported.

Key words : Won Buddhism, Yeonggwang Region, paradise ‘Sacunsayo(P4RPHE)
and ‘Muabonggong(EIKZA)’, the recovery of healthy spitituality, local
children’s center, nursing home for the elderly, nuclear-free movement,

the life & peace movement
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