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Fairness and Justice
- Comparison between the Bible and Philosophy -

Kim, Jaeseung
(Chonnam National Univetsity School of Law, Professor of Law)

This paper compared and analyzed the study of both philosophy and the Bible
related to fairness and justice. The purpose of this study is to provide helpful
information to lay readers who are interested in justice and fairness in philosophy
and the Bible.

First of all, this paper analyzed and clarified the meaning of justice, fairness, and
righteousness in legal philosophy, political philosophy, and the Bible. As a result, this
paper concluded that justice comprises the meaning of the foregoing three terms.

Next, the concept of justice in philosophy was summarized, and the perspective
and classification of justice in political philosophy and legal philosophy was summarized.
Thereafter, organized and introduced Aristotle and John Rolls’ theory of justice.

Then, this paper reviewed and analyzed the theory of justice in the Bible. Specifically,
clarified the concept of justice in the Bible by analyzing the usage of the two original
words mishpat and tsedaqah related to the justice of the Old Testament. This paper
also confirmed that although the New Testament rarely uses the term justice, the
original language corresponding to justice is found and describes justice practically
in many parts.

And based on the foregoing results, how the biblical justice is specifically applied
to the Bible was analyzed from the perspective of retributive justice, distributive justice,
and restorative justice. In summary, biblical justice is based on retributive justice, but
it also emphasizes distributive justice. However, the justice that the Bible aims for
untimately is restorative justice.

Finally, this paper compared and analyzed the justice of philosophy and the Bible.
The fundamental difference between biblical justice and philosophical justice is that
the justice of the Bible originated from divine law; on the other hand, philosophical
justice come from human reasoning. However, from a practical perspective, the
concept of justice in Philosophy, except for that of justice of libertarians, can be

in line with the Bible, especially in distributive justice and restorative justice.

Key words : Fairness, Justice, Distributive Justice, Biblical Justice, Rawls





